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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

 

 

MATTHEW DALY, on behalf of himself 

and all others similarly situated,  

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

WEST MONROE PARTNERS, INC., et al. 

Defendants. 

 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

 

Case No. 1:21-cv-6805 (RAG/SMF) 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION, APPOINTMENT OF CLASS 

REPRESENTATIVE, AND APPOINTMENT OF CLASS COUNSEL 

 

Please take notice that, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, Plaintiff Matthew 

Daly, by and through his undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully moves the Court for an order: 

(a) Certifying the following class (the “Class”) pursuant to Rules 23(a) and 23(b)(1)(A), 

23(b)(1)(B), and 23(b)(2): 

All participants in the West Monroe Partners, Inc. (the “Company”) Employee Stock 

Ownership Plan (the “Plan”) who received a distribution in an amount determined 

based on Defendants’ value appraisal of the Company stock in April 2021 (the “2020 

Valuation”); 

(b) Appointing Plaintiff Daly as Class Representative; and 

(c) Appointing Sanford Heisler Sharp, LLP and Charles Field, Kevin Sharp, David 

Sanford, Russell Kornblith, and James Hannaway as Class Counsel, with Matthew J. 

Singer serving as local counsel.  
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As set out in Plaintiff’s Memorandum in Support of His Motion, the Class meets the 

requirements for class certification of Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(a) as well as those of Rule 23(b)(1)(A), 

23(b)(1)(B), and 23(b)(2). Plaintiff asks this Court to certify the above Class under Rule 

23(b)(1)(A), 23(b)(1)(B), and 23(b)(2).1 

Plaintiff’s counsel meets the requirements for appointment as Class Counsel under Rule 

23(g). Plaintiff’s Memorandum and the accompanying declarations of Charles Field, Kevin 

Sharp, David Sanford, Russell Kornblith, James Hannaway, and Matthew J. Singer provide the 

basis for the Motion. 

Plaintiff and Defendants, by and through their counsel of record, have conferred 

regarding the Motion, and Defendants expressed their intent to oppose the Motion.2 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court 

grant Plaintiff’s Motion for Class Certification, Appointment of Class Representative, and 

Appointment of Class Counsel under Rules 23(a), 23(b)(1), 23(b)(2), and 23(g). 

 

Dated: April 21, 2023    /s/ Charles Field 

Charles Field* 

SANFORD HEISLER SHARP, LLP 

2550 Fifth Avenue, 11th Floor   

San Diego, CA 92101 

Telephone: (619) 577-4242 

Facsimile: (619) 577-4250 

cfield@sanfordheisler.com 

 

 
1 In the Amended Complaint, Plaintiff sought class certification under Rules 23(b)(1)–(3) and 23(c)(4). 

Am. Compl., Docket No. 87, ¶¶ 95–98. Here, Plaintiff moves for class certification under Rule 23(b)(1) 

and (b)(2) alone, which is the ordinary practice in ERISA class actions. Stone v. Signode Indus. Grp., 594 

F. Supp. 3d 993, 997 (N.D. Ill. 2022); Godfrey v. GreatBanc Tr. Co., No. 18 C 7918, 2021 WL 679068, at 

*7 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 21, 2021); George v. Kraft Foods Glob., Inc., 251 F.R.D. 338, 353 (N.D. Ill. 2008); 

Smith v. Aon Corp., 238 F.R.D. 609, 618 (N.D. Ill. 2006). However, Plaintiff requests the opportunity to 

move for class certification under Rule 23(b)(3) and Rule 23(c)(4) should the Court deny Rule 23(b)(1) or 

Rule 23(b)(2) certification. Further, Plaintiff seeks class certification only with respect to Counts I-V in 

his Amended Complaint. 
2 See Field Decl. ¶ 13. 
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David Sanford* 

Russell Kornblith* 

SANFORD HEISLER SHARP, LLP 

1350 Avenue of the Americas, 31st Fl. 

New York, NY 10019 

Telephone: (646) 402-5650 

Facsimile: (646) 402-5651 

dsanford@sanfordheisler.com  

rkornblith@sanfordheisler.com  

 

Kevin Sharp* 

SANFORD HEISLER SHARP, LLP 

611 Commerce St., Suite 3100 

Nashville, TN 37203 

Phone: (615) 434-7001 

Facsimile: (615) 434-7020 

ksharp@sanfordheisler.com  

 

James Hannaway* 

SANFORD HEISLER SHARP, LLP 

700 Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Suite 300 

Washington, D.C. 20003 

Phone: (646) 402-5644 

Facsimile: (202) 499-5199 

jhannaway@sanfordheisler.com 

 

Matthew J. Singer 

MATT SINGER LAW, LLC 

77 W. Wacker Dr., Suite 4500 

Chicago, IL 60601 

Telephone: (312) 248-9123 

matt@mattsingerlaw.com  

 

Attorneys for Plaintiff and the Proposed Class 

 

* Admitted Pro Hac Vice  
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